HB 1359-S2. E - DI GEST
(AS OF HOUSE 2ND READI NG 3/10/2007)

Decl ares that a decent, appropriate, and affordable hone
in a healthy, safe environment for every househol d should be a
state goal and that, at a mninum this goal nust be
acconplished for every very |lowincone household by 2020.
Furthernore, this goal includes increasing the percentage of
very | owincone households who are able to obtain and retain
housi ng wi t hout governnent subsidies or other public support.

Finds that there are nmany root causes of the affordable
housi ng shortage and declares that it is critical that such
causes be analyzed, effective solutions be devel oped,
i npl emented, nonitored, and evaluated, and that these causal
factors be elimnated. The legislature also finds that there
is a taxpayer and societal cost associated with a |ack of jobs
that pay self-sufficiency standard wages and a shortage of
af fordable housing, and that the state nust identify and
guantify that cost.

Finds that the support and conmtnent of all sectors of
the statewde conmmunity is critical to acconplishing the
state's affordable housing for all goal.

Finds that the provision of housing and housing-rel ated
services should be adm nistered at the local |evel. However,
the state should play a primary role in: Providing financial
resources to achieve the goal at all |evels of governnent;
researchi ng, evaluating, benchmarking, and inplenenting best
practices; continually wupdating and evaluating statew de
housi ng data; developing a state plan that integrates the
strategies, goals, objectives, and performance neasures of all
other state housing plans and progranms; coordinating and
supporting county governnment plans and activities; and
directing quality managenent practices by nonitoring both
state and county governnent performance towards achieving
interimand ultimte goals.

Decl ares t hat t he systematic and conpr ehensi ve
performance neasurenent and evaluation of progress toward
interimagoals and the i medi ate state affordable housing goa
of a decent, appropriate, and affordable honme in a healthy,
safe environment for every |owinconme household in the state
by 2020 is a necessary conponent of the statewide effort to
end the affordabl e housing crisis.

Requires the joint legislative audit and review committee
to conduct a performance audit of the state affordabl e housing
for all program every four years. The audit nust include an
analysis of the departnent's expenditures of funds from
sources established by RCW 36.22.178 (as recodified by this
act) and all other sources directed to the affordabl e housing
for all program The first audit nust be conducted on or



bef ore Decenber 31, 2010. Each audit nmust take no |onger than
six months or fifty thousand dollars to conplete.

Provides that the act shall be null and void if
appropriations are not approved.



